It is known to all engaged in the practice of surgery that purulent de- posits in distant parts, sero-purulent effusions into _the serous and synovial cavities, and typhoid symptoms of the worst character are of frequent occurrence after wounds and operations, and that the same events not rarely supervene upon some local diseases not connected in their origin with external injury. This subject has appeared to the author of this thesis to admit of further elucidation by experiment; for, however fully these effects have been described, however attentively the circumstances under which they have taken place have been observed, however fully the symptoms accompanying them have been noted, there is as yet no agreement of opinion as to the mechanism of their production. 
